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The Mail Order Association of America (“MOAA”) is a signatory to the Stipulation and 

Agreement (“Settlement Agreement”) submitted by the United States Postal Service in the above- 

captioned proceedmg. hlOhA’s principal interest in t h ~ s  proceedmg is the rates for Standard Mail 

Regular, Standard Mail ECR and Bound Printed Matter. The rates, fees and classifications contained 

in the Agreement for those and all other types of mail are supported by substantial evidence of 

record and MOAA urges that they be adopted, without modhcation, by the Recommended 

Decision of this Commission. 

The overwhelming support of the Agreement by the parties to th~s  proceeding, parties with 

frequently dlffering interests, argues strongly for its adoption. The Postal Service and the parties 

have shown a wibngness to negotiate their differences and agree to changes to the proposal 

submitted origmally by the Postal Service. It is important that this demonstration of good faith be 

recognized by the Commission’s acceptance of the Agreement. 

Finally, the expected financial difficulties that led the Chairman to convene settlement 

negotiations have been shown to be, if anything, more substantial than anticipated. The volume 

losses and deficits have been severe and the financial well-being of the Postal Service requires that 

the increased rates be made effective in accordance with the Agreement. Any modification of the 

Agreement would inevitably risk delay in implementation. Just as important, those parties who have 

heeded the call of this Commission to respond to an emergency situation should not be faced with 

rates other than those to whch they have agreed. 
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